
The MOA applies to low level Minor PDP projects.  These are 
typically highway projects which involve stream crossings, bank 
stabilization, and/or minor wetland fills.  The Ecological MOA 
coordination package applies to projects that have minimal 
potential for significantly impacting the environment.  MOA 
coordination is only appropriate for projects that can be 
authorized under the US Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide 
Permit (NWP) Program.  In addition, projects in which state or 
federally listed species, critical habitat, or mussel beds are 
present will require additional project specific coordination.  
MOA coordination requires that location mapping, a detailed 
project description (including pertinent preliminary plan sheets), 
color photographs, photo log, and wetland determination forms 
(when applicable) be supplied to OES to initiate MOA 
coordination.  

Level 1 ecological surveys and reports apply to 
Minor and Low Level Major PDP projects.  
These are projects which do not meet the MOA 
criteria and may have more extensive ecological 
impacts.  These projects may include stream 
channelization, widening, deepening, relocations, 
new structures on new locations, or other 
extensive long-term modifications of ecological 
habitats in the vicinity of the proposed project, 
and may involve multiple alternatives within a 
study area.  In most cases there will be an 
alternatives analysis required.

Level 2 ecological surveys and reports apply to Major 
PDP projects.  These are projects which involve 
impacts to wetlands, multiple stream crossings, and 
considerable impacts to terrestrial habitats, and will 
require the investigation of one or more corridors.  
These types of transportation projects often produce  
adverse ecological impacts and require an 
alternatives analysis.  Level 2 ecological surveys will 
require submission of an Ecological Resource 
Inventory Report (ERIR), a Level 2 Ecological Survey 
Report (ESR), and a Preliminary Waterway Impact 
Report (PWIR) for the preferred alignment.  

Does the 
project meet 
the MOA?

Does the project 
meet the Level 1 
requirements?

Go to Page 4,
Level 2 Ecological Survey report and 

Coordination Flowchart.  

Go to Page 2,.
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Report and 

Coordination Flowchart.  
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ADDITIONAL COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS

Any level of project may require additional coordination:
     # Coastal consistency coordination if the project is located within the Lake Erie Coastal Management Zone.
     # Scenic river coordination if the project is located within 1000 ft. of a state or federally designated wild or scenic river.
Coordination levels are determined by the ODOT District or the Office of Environmental Services.



Minor PDP Project

Based on the conceptual 
design, can the project be 
authorized under USACE 
Nationwide Permits 1-22,      
24-25, or 27-41, and are the 
feasible alternatives limited to 
just one?

Level 1 ESR will be 
required.  Go to Page 

3.

MOA coordination 
appropriate.

Are there effects to federally 
listed species or their habitat 
that result in a MAY AFFECT 

call?

May Affect, Likely to 
Adversely Affect the 
listed species?

Step 2 of PDP.  Prepare a Red Flag 
Summary Report (RFSR). Use the RFSR to 
screen the conceptual design for Ecological 
Memorandum of Agreement  (MOA) 
applicability.

Step 3 of PDP.  Conduct an ecological field 
review.  Prepare an MOA package to assess 
impacts to wetlands, streams, endangered 
species, and endangered species habitat (see 
Ecological Manual for a detailed list of 
coordination package requirements) 

Coordinate the MOA package with USFWS and ODNR.  
Address any comments or concerns the agencies may have.

Coordinate the MOA package with USFWS and ODNR.  
Address any comments or concerns the agencies may have.

Since the project May Affect, but is Not Likely to Adversely 
Affect a federally listed species, a Biological Evaluation may be 

needed for Informal Section 7 Consultation.

 NO   YES  

 NO  

YES

NO

May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect a federally listed species.  A Biological Assessment will be needed for 
Formal Section 7 Consultation.  Waterway impacts on these projects cannot be authorized through a USACE 

Nationwide Permit.  The project should be reevaluated by the sponsor, and additional alternatives that will avoid 
adversely affecting the species will likely need to be further investigated.

YES
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Minor or Low 
Level Major PDP 

Project.

Step 5 of the Major PDP 
and Step 3 of the Minor 
PDP.  Conduct detailed 
ecological field studies 

within the study area of the 
alternatives.  Wetland 
delineations, ORAM’s, 

QHEI and HHEI’s on all 
streams.  Evaluate 

federally listed species 
and/or suitable habitat.

Coordinate with 
USFWS, ODNR, OEPA, 

and USACE

Are there effects to federally 
listed species or their habitat 
that result in a MAY AFFECT 

call?

May Affect, Likely 
to Adversely Affect

the listed species.

YES

NO

Projects With or 
Without  

Alternative 
Alignments.  No 

Corridors.

NO

Step 2 of Major 
PDP and Step 1 

of the Minor 
PDP.  Literature 

Review

YES

NO

Biological Assessment (BA) needed for Formal 
Section 7 Consultation. 

May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect
Biological Evaluation (BE) may be  needed for 

Informal 
Section 7 Consultation. 

YES

No  additional coordination 
required.

Corridor (s) Present, Level 2 ESR will 
be required.  Go to Page 4.

Prepare a Red Flag 
Summary Report

(RFSR)
Use the RFSR to screen 
the conceptual design for  
alternatives and Level 1 

ESR applicability. 

 Prepare a Level 1 
Ecological Survey 
Report.  Includes 

detailed ecological 
impacts.
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Major PDP Project.  

Step 5 of the Major PDP
 data collection on 
corridors, wetland 

Determinations, ORAM’s, 
QHEI’s, and HHEI’s on 
streams (may Include a 

10% sub-sample for 
headwater streams).  

evaluation of terrestrial 
resources.  

Step 6 of the Major PDP
 Additional data collection 

on feasible alignments.
May include special 

aquatic sites and surveys 
for federally listed species 

and or suitable habitat.

Coordinate with USFWS, ODNR, OEPA, and 
USACE if NEPA document is an EA or CE4.  Add 

USEPA for EIS level projects.  Comments received 
will be used to aid in the selection of the preferred 

alternative.  

Step 7 of the PDP.  Data 
collection on the preferred 

alternative.  Wetland 
delineations and final 

HHEI data.

Prepare a Preliminary Waterway 
Impact Report for the Preferred 
Alignment (PWIR). This report 

is replacing the Impact 
Addendum Report (IAR) that is 

listed in the Eco. Manual. 

Are there effects to 
federally listed species 

or their habitat that 
result in a MAY 
AFFECT call?

May Affect, Likely 
to Adversely 

Affect

Step 2 of Major 
PDP. Literature 

Review

YESNO

NO

May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect
Biological Evaluation (BE) may be  needed for Informal 

Section 7 Consutation. 

Biological Assessment (BA) needed for Formal 
Section 7 Consultation. 

YES

Coordinate with USACE and OEPA to 
use for jurisdictional determinations on waterways 

and for 404/401 Permit Preparation.  

No  additional 
coordination needed
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Project With 
Corridor(s) Being 

Studied

Red Flag Summary Report
(RFSR).  Use the RFSR to 

screen the conceptual 
design for  feasible corridors 

and Level 2 ESR 
applicability. 

Prepare an Ecological 
Resource Inventory Report

(ERIR).  
Not coordinated.  Used as a 
planning tool to help select 

feasible alignments and their 
placement within  the 

corridors.

Prepare a Level 2 Ecological 
Survey Report (ESR).  Includes 
all relevant/applicable data from 
the ERIR.  Includes an impact 
analysis for each alternative.  


