DYNAMIC MESSAGE SIGN RETROFIT
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)

From the
Ohio Department of Transportation

Office of Traffic Engineering

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), Office of Traffic Engineering is requesting information from prospective vendors for light-emitting diode (LED), NTCIP-compliant retrofit of existing character- and line-matrix dynamic message signs with walk-in enclosures
ODOT is currently responsible for approximately forty-three (43) dynamic message signs which are predominately character matrix shuttered fiber optic but also include line matrix LED and line matrix hybrid reflective flip disk/LED.  All signs have walk-in enclosures and are truss-mounted over the roadway.  Each DMS has a secure catwalk access.  All signs are three (3) lines, either 18 or 21 characters per line.  Character height is typically eighteen (18) inches.  Three (3) signs are line matrix and forty (40) signs are character matrix.
Due to the age of the existing signs and lack of replacement components, ODOT is considering a retrofit of some or all of these signs, as needed, with either character matrix or line matrix LED panels and a new controller.
Specific Information Requested

ODOT is requesting information about the features and availability of LED dynamic message sign retrofit services.  Please provide the following information and/or address the following questions:
· Firm name
· Description of firm’s qualifications and experiences 
· Identification of point of contact for follow-up information
· Provide at least four references with name, phone number and e-mail. Governmental agencies are preferred.
· Typical cost (range) of system.
· LED sign panel specifications including, but not limited to, dimensions, weight, pixel size, pixel spacing.
· Maintenance of traffic typically required during retrofit.

· Modifications to existing enclosure typically required.

· Routine and preventative maintenance requirements.

· NTCIP specifications met and proprietary objects offered.

· Features of sign control software.

· Provide relevant warranty information.
· Typical delivery and installation time after receipt of order

If a response to any question above is considered to be proprietary, please indicate as such.
Response Due Date

Responses to this request are due by 4:30 pm on Friday, April 4, 2008.
Format for Submission

ODOT encourages respondents to provide information in an electronic format.  Microsoft Word (*.doc) and Adobe Acrobat (*.pdf) formats are acceptable.  Electronic versions may be provided on a CD-ROM.  Any printed materials shall be bound into one volume with a total of four (4) copies being provided.  All information provided must be consolidated into one of the acceptable formats (electronic or printed).

Any questions concerning this request should be directed to the individual listed below.
Electronic materials may be e-mailed to:
george.saylor@dot.state.oh.us
Printed materials may be mailed to:
George W. Saylor, P.E.


Office of Traffic Engineering

Ohio Department of Transportation

1980 W. Broad Street, 3rd Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43223


Tel: (614) 752-8099

Fax: (614) 644-8199

Please note that any material delivered to ODOT must be processed through the ODOT Mail Room.   No material may be accepted at any other point within the facility. 
Contractual Requirement/Obligations

There are no contractual requirements or obligations by or between the State of Ohio and any vendor or manufacturer responding to this RFI.  There are no pre-qualification requirements or conditions necessary to respond to this RFI.

This RFI is not a prerequisite for bidding nor is it a substitute for any pre-qualification requirement.  Submission on an RFI response is voluntary and any costs of participation in this process shall be the responsibility of the respondent.

Should ODOT issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) or release a project for competitive bidding, respondents to this RFI shall not receive any additional evaluation points or consideration in any selection.  No contract(s) will be awarded as a result of this process.

While responses to this RFI will not be published by ODOT, information provided by respondents to this RFI will become public knowledge and also may be shared with the public or other agencies upon request.  Vendors should not provide any information considered to be proprietary.

