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TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

LETTER OF INTEREST GUIDANCE
Calendar Year 2008
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program provides funds to local governments outside of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) for projects that enhance the transportation experience by improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental aspects of transportation infrastructure. ODOT encourages adding enhancements to planned transportation projects rather than stand-alone projects. Jurisdictions within small MPOs (those MPOs with less than 200,000 population) that have elected to join the statewide program are also eligible. Citizen groups or other private organizations may sponsor a project by coordinating with and making application through the local government having jurisdiction over the transportation facility involved. Applicants must commit to a 20% cash match for construction, which must be currently available and readily accessible.
Projects must first be determined eligible before an invitation is made to apply to the program. Eligibility is determined through the attached Letter of Interest (LOI). If the project does not meet all ten eligibility criteria or the LOI is incomplete, the project will be deemed ineligible, and the LOI null and void. The eligibility criteria are as follows:

1. Applicant must be a local governmental entity

2. Proposed project must have a direct relationship to surface transportation. The proximity to a transportation facility alone is not sufficient to establish a relationship. In order to determine if there is a direct relationship to surface transportation, the applicant may have to ask and answer some questions. For example, how is the project related to surface transportation through present or past use as a transportation resource? Is there a direct connection to a person or event nationally significant in the development of surface transportation? What groups and individuals are affected by the relationship(s) and are these relationship(s) still in existence? Is a relationship substantial enough to justify the investment of transportation funds?
3. Proposed project must demonstrate a public benefit

4. Proposed project must be accessible to the general public or targeted to a broad segment of the general public, and be available for public use throughout its reasonable life

5. Proposed project must meet criteria for at least one of the three eligible categories (shown below)
6. If the project is categorized as historic, it must be listed on or been determined by the State Historic Preservation Office to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places

7. If the project is not categorized as an acquisition project, all proposed work must be on existing public right-of-way, owned by the project sponsor
8. Local cash match must be committed and identified

9. Applicant must demonstrate a commitment to maintain the project after construction is complete

10. Applicant must have no maintenance issues with past performance concerning liability, negligence or safety

The qualifying activities, which are grouped into three main categories, are listed below:

Historic and Archaeological Transportation Enhancements

· Acquisition of historic sites

· Historic highway programs

· Historic preservation

· Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures or facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals)

· Archaeological planning and research

· Establishment of transportation museums

Scenic and Environmental Transportation Enhancements

· Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic sites

· Scenic highway programs including the provision of tourist and welcome center facilities

· Landscaping and other scenic beautification

Bicycle and Pedestrian

· Provision of bike lanes, signed routes, separate paths, grade separations, parking facilities bike-safe grates or other facilities

· Provision of safety and educational activities for bicycles and pedestrians

· Preservation of unused railway corridors for the purpose of creating shared use trails (including acquisition or construction)

APPLICATION PROCESS
1. Complete the attached Letter of Interest. Read carefully and address all requested information as the form is used to determine a project’s eligibility. The form is designed to be folded in half and fastened, and then mailed to the respective ODOT District. A list of ODOT district offices is listed on the next page as well as the county boundaries for eligible applicants. The LOI must be received by the respective district no later than February 1, 2008.
2. If your project meets all of the eligibility requirements, you will be sent an Application packet on or about March 1 to complete for the same project submitted on the LOI. Applications are due to the respective district no later than May 1.
3. The district will contact you for a review of the project.

4. Applications will be scored separately by the districts and by ODOT’s Office of Local Projects according to established criteria. A combined district and Central Office team, with a representative from the Federal Highway Administration, will review the collective scores and provide recommendations to the Director based upon funding availability.

5. Once the projects are officially announced, letters will be sent out to both award recipients and to those applicants who are not provided funding with an explanation. Letters will be sent late summer/early fall 2008.
If you have any questions, please contact the appropriate ODOT staff as listed on the following page. ODOT wants to help you be successful in this process.  Two copies of the LOI(s) will be submitted to these contacts.

Ohio Department of Transportation District Offices
	District 1: Allen, Defiance, Hancock, Hardin, Paulding, Putnam, Van Wert and Wyandot counties

1885 N. McCullough Street

Lima, OH 45801

Phone: 419-222-9055

Attention: Kirk Slusher
	District 2: Fulton, Henry, Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca, and Williams counties (Lucas and Wood ineligible – within MPO region)
317 East Poe Road

Bowling Green, OH 43402

Phone: 419-373-4433
Attention: Richard Perse
	District 3: Ashland, Crawford, Huron, and Wayne counties (Erie, Lorain, Medina, Richland, and Chippewa Twp in Wayne County ineligible – within MPO regions)
906 North Clark Street

Ashland, OH 44805

Phone: 800-276-4188

Attention: Steve Shepherd

	District 4: Ashtabula County (Mahoning, Portage, Stark, Summit and Trumbull counties ineligible – within MPO regions)
2088 South Arlington Road
Akron, OH 44306
Phone: 800-603-1054
Attention: Chris Surma
	District 5: Coshocton, Fairfield, Guernsey, Knox, Licking, Muskingum and Perry counties (Bloom & Violet twps in Fairfield  County and Etna Twp & Pataskala in Licking County ineligible – within MPO regions)
9600 Jacksontown Road

Jacksontown, OH 43030

Phone: 740-323-4400

Attention: Randy Comisford
	District 6: Fayette, Madison, Marion, Morrow, Pickaway and Union counties (Delaware & Franklin counties ineligible – within MPO region)
400 East William Street

Delaware, OH 43015

Phone: 800-372-7714

Attention: Tracy Allen

	District 7: Auglaize, Champaign, Darke, Logan, Mercer and Shelby counties (Clark, Miami, Montgomery counties ineligible – within MPO regions)
1001 St. Mary’s Ave., SR 29

Sidney, OH 45365

Phone: 937-497-6930
Attention: Donna Slagle
	District 8: Clinton & Preble counties (Butler, Clermont, Green, Hamilton & Warren counties ineligible – within MPO region)
505 South SR 741

Lebanon, OH 45036

Phone: 513-933-6587
Attention: Edward Moore
	District 9: Adams, Brown, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross and Scioto counties (portions of southern Lawrence County ineligible – within MPO region)
650 Eastern Avenue

Chillicothe, OH 45601

Phone: 740-774-8982
Attention: Toby Smalley

	District 10: Athens, Gallia, Hocking, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Noble Vinton & Washington counties 
338 Muskingum Drive

Marietta, OH 45750

Phone: 740-373-0212 x700
Attention: Deborah Fought
	District 11: Belmont, Carroll, Columbiana, Harrison, Holmes & Tuscarawas counties (Jefferson County ineligible – within MPO region)
2201 Reiser Avenue

New Philadelphia, OH 44663

Phone: 330-339-6633

Attention: Roxanne Kane
	District 12: LPAs not eligible in this district; Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga counties contained within MPO region
5500 Transportation Blvd.

Garfield Heights, OH 44125

Phone: 216-584-2135
Attention: Melinda Bartizal


Central Office Contacts: Ohio Department of Transportation, Office of Local Projects, 1980 West Broad Street, 2nd Floor, Columbus, OH 43223; Randy Lane, Program Manager, 614-644-8211; Sharon Todd, State Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator, 614-752-4685.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

2008 LETTER OF INTEREST FORM
Local Government:     _________________________________________________________________________  




Local Government Contact Person & Title: __________________________________________________________
Street Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________




City, State & ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________________


Telephone: ________________________    Fax: _____________________
E-Mail:
 __________________


Approximate total construction cost and amount of Federal Funds to be requested (Include 10 percent for inspections, and adjust for current inflationary increases, considering the time element to bring a project to completion.)   
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST $_________________ FEDERAL FUNDS $_________   %________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________



Identify source of 20% Cash match. If match is not currently available, please explain. 

Describe the project including project location, termini, and purpose.  
Explain the project’s relationship to surface transportation. 
In order to determine if there is a direct relationship to surface transportation, the applicant may have to ask and answer some questions. For example, how is the project related to surface transportation through present or past use as a transportation resource? Is there a direct connection to a person or event nationally significant in the development of surface transportation? What groups and individuals are affected by the relationship(s) and are these relationship(s) still in existence? Is a relationship substantial enough to justify the investment of transportation funds?
Describe if the project is in conjunction with another planned transportation, or other, project, or has multi-modal components.
Describe the Purpose and Need and the expected Public Benefit.  
Describe the project’s accessibility to the public (days and hours of operation).
Which one of the three eligible categories does the project qualify for?

If a Historic and Archaeological Transportation Enhancement, verify that the structure or site is on or “eligible” for the National Register of Historic Places. If “eligible”, include copy of letter from State Historic Preservation Office with this LOI.
Verify that the proposed project is publicly-owned by the project sponsor and on existing publicly-owned property (if not a qualifying acquisition activity). 
Who will be responsible for maintaining the project after construction is complete?

Have there been any maintenance issues with past performance concerning liability, negligence or safety? If so, please explain.









